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ABSTRACT: Chemical and thermal denaturation of dehalo-
peroxidase-hemoglobin (DHP) was investigated to test the
relative stability of isoforms DHP A and DHP B and the H55V
mutant of DHP A with respect to heme loss. In thermal
denaturation experiments, heme loss was observed at temper-
atures of 54, 46, and 61 °C in DHP A, DHP B, and H55V,
respectively. Guanidinium hydrochloride (GdnHCl)- and urea-
induced denaturation was observed at respective concen-
trations of 1.15 ± 0.01 M DHP A and 1.09 ± 0.02 M DHP B,
and 5.19 ± 0.05 M DHP A and 4.12 ± 0.14 M DHP B,
respectively. The binding affinity of heme appears to be
significantly smaller in both isoforms of DHP than in
myoglobins. This observation was corroborated by heme
transfer experiments, in which heme was observed to transfer for DHP A and B to horse skeletal muscle myoglobin (HSMb).
GdnHCl-induced denaturation suggests a threshold of 1 mM for stabilization by binding of the inhibitor 4-bromophenol (4-BP).
Concentrations of 4-BP greater than 1 mM caused destabilization. Urea-induced denaturation showed only destabilizing effects
from phenolic ligand binding. Heme transfer experiments from DHP to HSMb further support the hypothesis that the binding of
halophenols to DHP facilitates the removal of the heme. Thermal denaturation assessed via UV−visible spectroscopy and that
assessed by differential scanning calorimetry (DSC) are both in agreement with chemical denaturation experiments and show
that the denaturing abilities of the halophenols improve with the size of the para halogen atom in 4-XP, where X = iodo, bromo,
chloro, or fluoro (4-IP > 4-BP > 4-CP > 4-FP), and the number of halo substituents as in 2,4,6-tribromophenol (2,4,6-TBP > 4-
BP). DHP B, which differs in five amino acids, is less stable than DHP A with ΔHcal and Tm values of 165.1 kJ/mol and 47.5 °C
compared to values of 183.3 kJ/mol and 50.4 °C for DHP B and DHP A, respectively. Kinetic studies verified that DHP B has a
catalytic efficiency (kcat/Km) ∼5−6 times greater than that of DHP A but showed an increased level of substrate inhibition in
DHP B for both 2,4,6-TCP and 2,4,6-TBP. An inverse correlation between protein stability with respect to heme loss and
catalytic efficiency is suggested on the basis of the fact that the heme in DHP B has a stability lower than that of DHP A but a
catalytic efficiency higher than that of DHP A.

Dehaloperoxidase-hemoglobin (DHP) is a multifunctional
enzyme first isolated from the marine worm Amphitrite

ornata. DHP is capable of oxygen transport in its ferrous state
(Fe2+) and oxidization of 2,4,6-trihalogenated phenols (2,4,6-
TXP) into 2,6-dihalogented quinones (2,6-DXQ) in the
presence of H2O2 in both the ferric (Fe3+) and ferrous states.1,2

Because of its unique role in aquatic ecosystems,3 DHP is a
potential bioremediation enzyme capable of oxidizing several
toxic aromatic compounds. DHP was initially identified as a
hemoglobin.4 Later, DHP was discovered to have a peroxidase
function.1 DHP has also recently been shown to have additional
capabilities, including oxidase and peroxygenase activities,
which leads to the recognition of DHP as a multifunctional
protein, able to perform at least four enzymatic functions at a
single catalytic active site.1,2,5−8 This multifunctional enzyme
has many characteristics that separate it from both globins
(hemoglobin and myoglobin) and peroxidases. DHP contains
at least two separate substrate-binding sites and one inhibitor-
binding site. Both substrate and inhibitor have internal binding

sites observed by X-ray crystallography, NMR, and resonance
Raman spectroscopy.9−16 The presence of one external binding
can be inferred from flow-EPR spectroscopy and vibrational
Stark effect spectroscopy.17,18 When a 2,4,6-TXP phenol binds
externally, DHP uses H2O2 as a cosubstrate to oxidize 2,4,6-
TXP into a 2,6-DXQ, which spontaneously oxidizes further in
aqueous solution.17,19 However, peroxidase activity can be
inhibited by the binding of a 4-halophenol in the internal
inhibitor-binding site.12 The presence of an internal binding site
is unique to DHP, distinguishing it from other globins, which
lack substrate-binding sites entirely. On the other hand, heme
peroxidases typically bind substrates externally.20 In DHP, the
internal inhibitor-binding site has a unique two-site competitive
binding mechanism, in which the internal and external binding
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sites communicate through two conformations of the distal
histidine of the enzyme, resulting in nonclassical competitive
inhibition.12 The internal cavity accommodates larger halogens
better than smaller atoms in the para position of the phenolic
inhibitor with the binding constants decreasing in the following
order: I > Br > Cl > F.12 X-ray crystallography shows that 2,4,6-
TBP and 2,4,6-TCP can also bind internally in a binding site
separate from where the p-halophenol binds.15,16 The internal
binding of the substrate may compete with external binding,
have a different function, or even inhibit peroxidase activity.16

Two studies have shown that DHP catalytic activity is inhibited
at high substrate concentrations, which we attribute to substrate
inhibition.
Although extensive research has been dedicated to the

enzymatic activity and mechanism of DHP, there has been no
study of protein stability with respect to heme loss, which in
turn can affect enzymatic activity. Enzymatic activity requires a
balance between structural flexibility and stability. Locally
unfolded or disordered regions of a protein structure allow
efficient interactions with binding partners, which can help to
regulate cellular pathways. The active sites of enzymes and
binding sites of proteins are a general source of instability
because they contain groups that are exposed to solvent in
order to bind substrates and ligands. Therefore, there is often a
compromise between stability and activity in the structure of
the protein active site.21,22 If these two competing factors are
optimized, it is possible that any increase in enzymatic activity
can occur only at the expense of a decrease in folding stability.
Application of this hypothesis to heme proteins suggests that
greater access to the distal pocket associated with rapid
substrate binding will increase the level of exposure of
hydrophobic amino acids and the heme itself to solvent,
which will tend to destabilize the heme. The combined effect of
structural changes due to site-directed mutations on functional
aspects, such as autoxidation rates and heme loss, has been
studied extensively in sperm whale myoglobin (SWMb).23

Heme loss is an irreversible process, which limits the rigorous
thermodynamic interpretation of the data in terms of the
folding stability of the apoprotein. Nonetheless, the relative
heme loss temperatures and denaturant concentrations provide
important information about the relative heme binding affinities
of different forms of DHP compared to those of other
myoglobins. For example, the apoglobin of DHP rapidly
aggregates and precipitates so that it is not possible to study the
folding transitions of the apoprotein. This behavior is quite
different from that of SWMb, which has both a measurable
folding transition for heme loss and several folding
intermediates in the apoprotein.24,25

DHP has two isoforms, DHP A and DHP B, which have
similar structures and are both capable of peroxidase
chemistry.26 Both isoforms contain 137 amino acid residues,
but DHP B differs from DHP A at five positions: I9L, R32K,
Y34N, N81S, and S91G (Figure 1).3 DHP B has catalytic rate
(kcat) 3 times greater than that of DHP A as measured by
stopped-flow kinetics.27 DHP A has been the focus of many
studies for many years, while DHP B has received attention
more recently following its expression and crystallization in
2010.26 It is of interest to determine the heme binding affinity
of DHP A and DHP B as a means of studying the effect of
protein stability on catalytic activity. Both DHP isoforms
interact strongly with a number of different inhibitors and
substrates. At this point, the principle peroxidase substrates and
inhibitors have structurally characterized internal binding

sites.10,12,15,16 Para-halogenated phenols act as inhibitors by
binding internally in DHP and preventing the oxidization of
trihalgonated phenols into dihalogenated quinones in the
presence of H2O2.

12 The binding of 4-bromophenol results in
inhibition by blocking the heme Fe and by pushing the distal
histidine into an external conformation, which prevents it from
playing an essential role as an acid−base catalyst. Para-
halogenated phenol inhibitors serve a regulatory role in
preventing the deleterious effects of radical generation when
H2O2 is present without a substrate.28 To understand the
synergistic effects of inhibitor binding on protein structure, it is
necessary to test the differential effect of these molecules on the
stability of heme binding. Because ligand binding causes
conformational changes in the structure, it may also play a role
in determining the overall stability of the protein. To test this
hypothesis, the thermal stabilities of various p-halophenol
inhibitor−DHP complexes were studied by differential
scanning calorimetry (DSC). Chemical denaturation was
studied by the addition of denaturants such as urea and
guanidnium hydrochloride (GdnHCl) and monitored by UV−
visible spectroscopy. Because heme binding is stabilized by
hydrophobic interactions in the interior of the globin, any
change in the exposure to solvent or dynamic interaction with
the addition of a ligand will change the entropy and enthalpy of
the system, affecting the stability of the holoprotein.

■ MATERIALS AND METHODS
All reagents were purchased from Aldrich and ACROS and
used without further purification. 2,4,6-Trichlorophenol (2,4,6-
TCP), 4-iodophenol (4-IP), 4-bromophenol (4-BP), 4-
chlorophenol (4-CP), 4-fluorophenol (4-FP), and phenol
were each dissolved in 100 mM, pH 7.0 potassium phosphate
(KPi) buffer to prepare the stock solution. Wild-type His6X
(histidine-tagged) DHP was expressed in Escherichia coli and
purified as previously described.29,30 Ferric DHP was oxidized
by excess K3[Fe(CN)6] and then filtered through a NAP-25

Figure 1. Key amino acid mutations that convert DHP A into DHP B.
The five amino acid changes required to convert DHP A into DHP B
are I9L, R32K, Y34N, N81S, and S91G.
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column to eliminate excess K3[Fe(CN)6] prior to each
experiment. The concentrated protein stock solution was
filtered through a 0.45 μm filter syringe membrane to remove
any precipitants that may have formed during purification and
concentration of the protein sample.
Apomyoglobin was prepared using the cold acid−butanone

method described by Teale.31 Myoglobin was adjusted to pH
2.0 by addition of HCl. The solution was moved to a separation
funnel; an equal volume of 2-butanone was added, and the top
aqueous layer was removed. Protein samples were dialyzed
extensively at 4 °C against 3 × 5 L of 10 mM potassium
phosphate (at intervals of 12 h and 24 h) at pH 7.0 to remove
dissolved ketone. The apoprotein was then centrifuged to
remove precipitate. Protein concentrations were determined
using the following extinction coefficients: apomyoglobin, ε280
= 15900 μM cm−1;32,33 DHP A and DHP B, ε406 = 116400 μM
cm−1; DHP A H55V, ε393 = 121304 μM cm−1. The extinction
coefficient for HSMb at 409 nm is 188000 μM cm−1.
Chemical Denaturation Using GdnHCl or Urea. For all

chemical denaturation experiments, a series of urea and
GdnHCl concentrations were titrated into a sample that
contained 10 μM protein in 100 mM, pH 7.0 KPi buffer.
Protein samples were equilibrated with different concentrations
of urea or GdnHCl for 24 h at room temperature for
denaturant-induced unfolding studies. The Soret band of ferric
DHP A at 407 nm was monitored using an Agilent 8453 diode
array UV−visible spectrophotometer equipped with a thermo-
stated cell. Before the absorption spectra were recorded, the
samples were allowed to incubate for 3 min in a quartz cuvette
placed in the thermal cell to reach thermal equilibrium.
Assuming the native state unfolds with high cooperativity, we

hypothesize that a two-state model applies to protein
denaturation from the native state, N, to the denatured state,
D, with no significant intermediates. Then the unfolding
(folding) equilibrium can be described as

⇌N D

The denaturation curve can be divided into three regions on
the basis of absorbance change.34,35 These three regions are (a)
the pretransition region, in which the absorbance at 407 nm of
folded protein changes slowly with denaturant concentration,
(b) the transition region, which shows major variation of the
physical parameter as unfolding proceeds, and (c) the post-
transition region, which indicates slow changes in the physical
parameter of the unfolded protein. In the case of DHP,
attempts to extract the heme and purify apo-DHP via the cold
acid−butanone method resulted in rapid aggregation and
precipitation so that there is no current means to study the
folding states of the apoprotein, Therefore, in the case of DHP,
heme loss leads to immediate denaturation. Denaturation data
are plotted in terms of denatured fractions, f D, in which

=
−
−

f
Y Y

Y YD
N
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where Y is the observed absorbance at a given denaturant
concentration and YN and YD are the extrapolated absorbances
from the pre- and post-transition regions, respectively. Given
that the unfolding reaction at the transition region is reversible,
an equilibrium constant, KD, can be calculated by determination
of the denatured fraction of protein, f D.
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−
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On the basis of the equilibrium constant, the Gibbs free
energy for protein unfolding at each denaturant concentration
can be determined.

Δ = −G RT Kln( )D D (3)

The plot of unfolding free energy as a function of denaturant
concentration is extrapolated to 0 M to give the value of the
unfolding free energy in the absence of denaturant, ΔGD(H2O).

Δ = Δ +G G m(H O) [denaturant]D D 2 (4)

The comparison of the denaturation of DHP A and B serves
to provide a link between the folding stability and enzymatic
activity. It is of particular interest to understand the influence of
the native substrate, 2,4,6-TBP, on folding stability. Previous
studies have used methanol (MeOH) as a cosolvent to increase
the solubility of 2,4,6-TBP. Although the use of MeOH can
increase the solubility of certain substrates, MeOH interferes
only slightly with peroxidase function. Because this may be a
complicating factor in a folding study, we investigated
alternative methods for preparing substrate solutions at
concentrations sufficient for the studies to be conducted. We
found that heating solutions of 2,4,6-TBP to the boiling point
followed by gradual cooling increased the solubility ∼3−4-fold.
Saturated (and perhaps supersaturated) solutions of 2,4,6-TBP
prepared at higher temperatures contain a concentration of
2,4,6-TBP higher than the concentration that has been achieved
in previous studies in aqueous buffer solutions. Therefore,
equilibrium can be reached in a 24 h time span for kinetic
measurements. This study allows comparison between the
DHP A and DHP B catalytic efficiency of both TCP and TBP
in the absence of MeOH and the effects of substrate inhibition
relative to protein stability.

Thermal Denaturation. Heat-induced denaturation was
studied using two instruments, a UV−visible spectrophotom-
eter and TA Instruments Q100 temperature-modulated
differential scanning calorimeter. The Soret band of DHP was
measured using an Agilent 8453 diode array UV−visible
spectrophotometer equipped with a thermostatic quartz cuvette
covered with a lid to prevent evaporation. Protein concen-
trations were 10 μM for all measurements with a temperature
range from 20 to 60 °C. Samples were incubated at 20 °C for 5
min followed by measurement at 1 °C increments every 2 min.
For DSC studies, the protein concentration was 3 mM for all

measurements in high-volume volatile aluminum sample pans
in 50 μL aliquots, sealed with a rubber O-ring. A sample pan
with degassed buffer was used as the reference, and degassed
buffer was used to dilute the sample to the appropriate
concentration. Each sample was equilibrated to 20 °C for 5 min
and then the temperature modulation applied (±0.5 °C per 60
s). The DSC curves were obtained using a scanning rate of 2 °C
min−1 from 20 to 100 °C. The temperature at the endothermic
peak is used to represent the midpoint melting temperature
(Tm). Data were collected in an Excel worksheet and analyzed
using Igor Pro 6.0. The two-state denaturing model was used to
fit the experimental measurement DSC curve to obtain
corresponding ΔHvH, ΔHcal, and Tm values. The baseline was
also calculated on the basis of this model. The detailed
description of the model construct and fitting is presented in
the Supporting Information.
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Heme Transfer. Heme transfer was measured by observing
the absorbance change at 407 nm associated with transfer of
heme from holoprotein to excess apomyoglobin. Heme transfer
experiments were conducted in 100 mM KPi buffer at pH 7 and
25 °C. Protein samples were incubated for 3 min at 25 °C
followed by the addition of apomyoglobin (horse skeletal
muscle) with 1 s intervals between each measurement. Rate
constants for heme loss, k1 and k2, were obtained from fits of
each time course to a double-exponential expression. The data
were normalized by subtracting a baseline at A407 to obtain the
observed ΔA407.
Kinetic Assays. Data from the time course spectrum were

first fit to a linear function to obtain the initial reaction velocity
at a given substrate concentration. Because DHP B has a faster
reaction rate, only the first four points (0−3 s) were in the
linear range. The kinetic assays were conducted in a 0.4 cm
path length quartz cuvette with a total volume of 1200 μL. To
reach thermal equilibrium, DHP and the substrate were allowed
to incubate for 3 min in the cuvette placed in the thermal cell.
The H2O2 solution was injected into the cuvette within 1 s of
initiation of data collection.

■ RESULTS
Absorption Spectroscopy. The spectral changes shown in

Figure 2a−d indicate three factors that can influence the Soret
absorption band, which is observed at 407 nm in the wild-type
DHP A and B ferric form. The ferric form is known from X-ray
crystallography and resonance Raman spectroscopy to be a 40/
60 mixture of 5-coordinate high spin (5cHS) and 6-coordinate
high spin (6cHS) forms with water bound to the heme
iron.11,12 Chaotrophic agents, ligand binding, and temperature
modifications perturb the system, causing shifts in the Soret
band. The effect of the addition of inhibitors, such as 4-BP, is to
displace the H2O molecule from the heme iron, thereby causing

the population to shift toward the 5cHS form, which leads to a
shift of the Soret band from 407 nm to a lower wavelength.11,12

Spectra of ferric DHP A clearly show this phenomenon upon
addition of a series of para-halogenated phenols (Figure 2d).
Phenol, which is a well-known denaturant, was used as a
control for comparison to the series of para-halogenated
phenols in terms of the perturbing effect on the Soret band.
The series of para-halogenated phenols have been observed to
obey a trend that the binding affinity and inhibitory activity
correlate with the increasing size of the halogen atom. Phenol
has the weakest binding, and the binding constant increases as
the radius of the para halogen atom increases.12 These para-
halogenated phenols act primarily as DHP inhibitors with the
exception of 4-fluorophenol and phenol, which also act as
substrates. However, phenol and halogenated phenols are also
denaturants, and thus, the nonspecific effects that decrease the
level of protein structure are expected at higher concentrations.
The GdnHCl concentration-dependent UV−visible spectra

clearly show that heme loss is taking place. At the beginning,
the Soret band of DHP A shifted from 407 to 411 nm, which
may suggest the binding of GdnHCl to the heme. As the
concentration of GdnHCl increases, the intensity of the Soret
band starts to decline, indicating heme loss due to rupture of
the coordination of heme iron to the proximal histidine.24

Eventually, the Soret band disappeared and was replaced by a
broader band centered at 375 nm. However, the urea
concentration-dependent UV−visible spectra are quite different
from those of GdnHCl. Initially, the Soret band also shifted
from 407 to 411 nm, and the Soret band becomes sharper,
which indicates the formation of the 6cHS form with a urea
carbonyl group coordinated to the heme. Then the intensity of
the Soret band also rapidly declined, as it shifted to 403 nm by
the end of the titration.

Figure 2. (a) Spectral changes of DHP A upon titration with GdnHCl. The protein concentration was 10 μM at pH 7.0 in 100 mM potassium
phosphate buffer. (b) Spectral changes of DHP A upon titration with urea under the same conditions. (c) Spectral changes of DHP A determined by
UV−visible thermal denaturation from 20 to 60 °C in the presence of 1 mM 4-BP under the same conditions. The “transition point” is the point of
lowest absorbance before an exponential increase in absorbance. (d) Spectral changes of DHP A with different para-substituted phenols at a
concentration of 1 mM.
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Chemical Denaturation. The Soret band was monitored
in the chemical denaturation experiments as an indicator of the
degree of heme dissociation. In this section, we focus on the
study of the synergistic effect of the binding of para-substituted
phenols with the chemical denaturation induced by GdnHCl
and urea. Figure 3 shows the denaturation curves of DHP A
with urea and GdnHCl. The observed trend for urea is an
additive destabilizing effect leading to an increased level of
destabilization by the para-halogenated phenols. Two different
mechanisms have been proposed for the urea-induced
unfolding of protein. The indirect mechanism hypothesizes
that urea disrupts the water structure in the protein and
facilitates exposure of the hydrophobic pocket. The direct
mechanism suggests that the binding of urea leads to solvation
of the polypeptide chain, which causes it to lose secondary
structure.36−38 As shown in panels a and b of Figure 3, all urea-
treated samples were destabilized to an extent proportional to
the concentration of para-halogenated phenol.
Panels c and d of Figure 3 show that a different trend is

observed when GdnHCl is used as the denaturant. Except for
phenol, all halogenated phenols stabilize the protein in the
presence of GdnHCl by binding in the distal pocket when they
are present at concentrations of <1 mM. One explanation for
this observation is that the protein−ligand complex rigidifies
and stabilizes the globin. In a similar way, the highest-resolution
X-ray crystal structures of DHP are those that have 4-BP bound
in the distal pocket.12,39 This may also lead to a protection of
the globin from attack by the denaturant in the distal pocket.
These mechanisms will be considered in the discussion below.
The stabilization effect upon para-halogenated phenol binding
is shown in Table 1 based on the calculated ΔGD(H2O) value
(Figure 4). The relative stabilization by the para-halogenated
phenols at <1 mM changes to a destabilization at higher
concentrations. Thus, at sufficiently high inhibitor concen-
trations, the synergistic effects are parallel for both urea and
GdnHCl. Table 1 presents the results of the analysis of
chemically mediated denaturation. 2,4,6-TCP resulted in the
greatest destabilization of any substrate tested, which decreased
urea1/2 and ΔGD(H2O) by a factor of ∼4 relative to those with

1 mM 4-BP. The GdnHCl denaturation midpoint, GdnHCl1/2,
is ∼3−4 times lower than that of urea, urea1/2, indicating that it
is a stronger denaturant. Urea denaturation and GdnHCl
denaturation produced different results in the presence of the
para-halogenated phenols. For urea denaturation, 1 mM para-
halogenated phenols destabilized DHP A, but for GdnHCl
denaturation, 1 mM para-halogenated phenols stabilized DHP
A. Increasing the concentration of 4-BP in the presence of
GdnHCl resulted in destabilization, which caused GdnHCl1/2
to decrease from 1.36 ± 0.02 in 1 mM 4-BP to 1.18 ± 0.02 in 2
mM 4-BP. Therefore, there is a threshold of stabilization in
GdnHCl with a lower ligand concentration, and destabilization
occurs at a higher ligand concentration. For both urea and

Figure 3. (a) Fractional degree of denaturation of DHP A as a function of urea monitored by the change in absorbance with increasing
concentrations of 4-BP. (b) Urea with addition of phenol, 4-XP, and 2,4,6-TCP. (c) Fractional degree of denaturation of DHP A as a function of
GdnHCl monitored by the change in absorbance with increasing concentrations of 4-BP. (d) GdnHCl with addition of phenol and 4-XP.

Table 1. Summary of Chemically Mediated Unfolding for
GdnHCl and Urea

ΔGD(H2O)
(kcal mol−1)

m
(kcal mol−1 M−1)

GdnHCl1/2
(M)

DHP A 2.90 ± 0.08 −2.51 ± 0.06 1.15 ± 0.01
+ 0.5 mM 4-BP 3.02 ± 0.12 −2.36 ± 0.09 1.28 ± 0.01
+ 1 mM 4-BP 3.13 ± 0.07 −2.30 ± 0.06 1.36 ± 0.02
+ 2 mM 4-BP 2.73 ± 0.20 −2.35 ± 0.15 1.18 ± 0.02
+ 1 mM 4-IP 2.95 ± 0.11 −2.28 ± 0.08 1.29 ± 0.02
+ 1 mM 4-FP 4.32 ± 0.33 −3.20 ± 0.23 1.48 ± 0.02
+ 1 mM phenol 2.19 ± 0.09 −2.19 ± 0.07 1.01 ± 0.02
DHP B 2.21 ± 0.15 −1.99 ± 0.11 1.09 ± 0.02

ΔGD(H2O)
(kcal mol−1)

m
(kcal mol−1 M−1) Urea1/2 (M)

DHP A 6.80 ± 0.85 −1.31 ± 0.17 5.19 ± 0.05
+ 0.5 mM 4-BP 6.43 ± 0.43 −1.31 ± 0.09 4.95 ± 0.04
+ 1 mM 4-BP 5.92 ± 0.28 −1.26 ± 0.06 4.69 ± 0.05
+ 2 mM 4-BP 5.13 ± 0.27 −1.29 ± 0.07 3.97 ± 0.06
+ 1 mM 4-IP 5.34 ± 0.71 −1.30 ± 0.16 4.00 ± 0.06
+ 1 mM 4-FP 6.29 ± 0.66 −1.31 ± 0.13 4.79 ± 0.07
+ 1 mM phenol 4.43 ± 0.26 −1.23 ± 0.07 3.56 ± 0.05
+ 1 mM 2,4,6-TCP 2.81 ± 0.19 −0.89 ± 0.06 3.17 ± 0.09
DHP B 2.42 ± 0.14 −0.62 ± 0.03 4.12 ± 0.14
DHP A H55V 7.52 ± 0.98 −1.44 ± 0.19 5.35 ± 0.36
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GdnHCl denaturation, the data are consistent with the idea that
halophenol decreases the stability of proteins with an increase
in the size of the halogen substitute (4-IP > 4-BP > 4-FP).
Finally, the chemical denaturation experiments using GdnHCl
and urea both showed that DHP B is much less structurally
stable than DHP A, yet the two isoforms are differentiated by
only five of 137 amino acids (Figure 5).
Thermal Denaturation. We applied DSC to determine the

enthalpy ΔH and transition temperature Tm of the thermal
unfolding of DHP A and DHP B in the presence of the internal
binding inhibitor. The DSC experimental curve was fit based on

the two-state unfolding model to determine ΔHvH, ΔHcal, and
Tm (Table 2). The fitting procedure for the DSC curve is

presented in Figure S1 of the Supporting Information.
Repeated scans of the denatured samples showed a flat baseline
and no melting profile on the second thermal scan, indicating
that thermal denaturation occurs irreversibly. Figure 6a shows
DHP A and DHP B each have a single endothermic peak at
50.4 °C (323.4 K) and 47.5 °C (320.5 K), respectively. In
addition, increasing concentrations of 4-BP shifted the
endothermic peak to the lower melting temperature and
slightly decreased peak intensity. Every 1 mM change in 4-BP
concentration decreases the Tm by ∼0.6 K, which suggests that
4-BP decreases the thermal stability of the protein upon
binding. The summary of DSC data is shown in Table 1.
For a two-state denaturation process to occur, the ratio

between ΔHvH and ΔHcal should be equal to 1. However, the
calculated values of ΔHvH for DHP A and DHP B are twice the
experimental values of ΔHcal, indicating the formation of an
intermediate during the unfolding process. A large ΔHvH may
result from reactions having small calorimetric enthalpy
changes and irreversible unfolding.40,41 The addition of 4-BP
to DHP A further increases the discrepancy between the van’t
Hoff and calorimetric enthalpies by increasing the ΔHvH, while
decreasing the ΔHcal. Cytochrome c peroxidase has shown a
ΔHvH/ΔHcal ratio of 2, as well.41

Both thermal denaturation studies (through DSC and UV−
vis) show that DHP A is more thermally stable than DHP B.
Examination of protein folding stability in the presence of
inhibitors and substrates adds an additional factor because
ligands bind to native or non-native states with different
binding strengths. Taking heme loss (K−H

NH and K−H
UH) into

consideration and assuming that a ligand may interact with the

Figure 4. Least-squares fitting for DHP unfolding as a function of urea and GdnHCl concentration to calculate ΔGD(H2O).

Figure 5. (a) Urea chemical denaturation comparison between DHP A
and DHP B fitted with a sigmoidal curve fitting. (b) GdnHCl chemical
denaturation comparison between DHP A, DHP B, and H55V fitted
with a sigmoidal curve fitting.

Table 2. DSC Data for the Thermal Unfolding of DHP

ΔHcal (kJ/mol) ΔHvH (kJ/mol) Tm (°C)

DHP A 183.3 383.8 50.5
DHP B 165.1 335.7 47.7
DHP A + 1 mM 4-BP 163.1 411.5 49.8
DHP A + 3 mM 4-BP 166.0 396.4 48.6
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native state (NH) or a particular non-native/unfolded
conformation (UH), the DHP denaturation scheme is shown
in Scheme 1, in which KL

X (X = NH, N, UH, or U) values are

the equilibrium binding constants for the native and non-native
state with and without cofactor heme, respectively. Kux (x = 1,
2, 3, or 4) is the unfolding equilibrium constant. An unfolded
state of the holoprotein may have a portion of the heme
exposed to the solvent due to local loss of secondary structure.
High phenolic ligand concentrations can induce unfolding by
lowering the stability of the hydrophobic core, which drives the
protein to unfold. Once they are partially unfolded, we propose
that para-halogenated phenols and trihalophenols facilitate
heme loss, which leads to complete denaturation of DHP, as
discussed above. DSC data in Figure 6b support the hypothesis
that 4-BP binding causes destabilization, a decrease in folding
free energy, and a decrease in Tm. Multiple sites of binding
could further increase the population of non-native states
relative to that of the native state. Thus, at the high
concentration of halogenated phenol, native DHP starts to
denature, which results in the decrease in the catalytic rate
observed in the kinetic assay (Figures 9 and 10).
Figures 2c and 7 show the thermal denaturation profile of

DHP through temperature-controlled UV−visible spectrosco-
py. The data deviate from a two-state transition model, which is

consistent with the DSC data discussed above. Equation 1 was
used to normalize the data with YN as the absorption at 20 °C
and YD as the lowest absorption. Beyond that maximum point
of each curve (lowest absorption), the absorbance started to
increase exponentially over time even when the temperature
was not increased. In addition, the sample in the cuvette
appeared cloudy, indicating that the protein may have been
completely denatured by this point. Because the data deviate
from a two-state model, a pre- and post-transitional region
could not be determined to accurately calculate the enthalpy
and Tm of denaturation. Nevertheless, the data appear to be in
agreement with data from DSC and chemical denaturation
studies. The maximum in DSC thermal scans associated with
phase transitions can be called the melt temperature, Tm. Table
3 shows Tm values for the phase transition for each curve.

Figure 6. (a) Differential scanning calorimetry scans of DHP A and
DHP B at 3 mM protein. (b) Differential scanning calorimetry scans of
DHP A with increasing concentrations of 4-BP.

Scheme 1. DHP Denaturation Mechanism in the Presence of
Binding Ligands

Figure 7. (a) Comparison of thermal denaturation between para-
halogenated and trihalogenated phenols. (b) Thermal denaturation
with increasing concentrations of 4-BP.

Table 3. Transition Points for Temperature-Controlled UV−
Visible Spectroscopy Denaturation

Tm (°C)

DHP A 54
DHP B 46
DHP A H55V 61
DHP A + 1 mM 4-FP 54
DHP A + 1 mM 4-CP 51
DHP A + 1 mM 4-BP 50
DHP A + 2 mM 4-BP 47
DHP A + 4 mM 4-BP 41
DHP A + 1 mM 4-IP 51
DHP A + 1 mM 2,4,6-TCP 50
DHP A + 1 mM 2,4,6-TBP 39
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Because precipitation occurs above this temperature, these
values do not correspond to reversible thermodynamic
quantities but rather are only qualitative due to irreversibility.
The binding of ligands alters the transition temperature, thus

implying changes in stability against denaturation. With every 1
mM change in the concentration of 4-BP added, the transition
temperature decreases ∼3 °C, showing that increasing
concentrations of 4-BP destabilize the protein. The limited
solubility of TXP’s prevents it from being used in DSC studies,
but the solubility is high enough for UV−visible spectroscopy
temperature studies. The trihalogenated phenols 2,4,6-TBP and
2,4,6-TCP are among the strongest destabilizing ligands for
protein folding and have a much greater destabilizing effect
than para-halogenated phenols.
Heme Transfer. Using three variants (DHP A, DHP B, and

the H55V mutant of DHP A), the relative strength of binding
of heme to DHP was examined by measuring the kinetic rate of
heme transfer from DHP to excess horse skeletal muscle
apomyoglobin. Heme transfer occurs because apomyoglobin
has a high heme affinity compared to that of holo-DHP-
hemoglobin.23,24,42,43 A spectral shift occurs from the 407 nm
region to the 409 nm region where holo-DHP-hemoglobin44

(ε409 = 188000 μM cm−1) has an extinction coefficient higher
than that of DHP (ε406 = 116400 μM cm−1). Both the increase
in absorbance and the 2 nm shift are indications that
holomyoglobin was formed. Figure 8a shows the spectral shift
in DHP A over the course of 11 h. Figure 8b shows the change
in absorbance associated with heme transfer for DHP A, after
addition of ligands DHP A, DHP B, and H55V. The H55V
mutation in DHP A was used to test whether decreasing the
polarity of the interior heme pocket reduces the heme binding
affinity of DHP as observed for SWMb.44

Heme transfer from DHP to apomyoglobin follows a
biphasic behavior (a fast phase followed by a slow phase) and
was fitted with a double-exponential expression. The heme
must migrate out of one pocket into water and from water into
another pocket. The fast phase could be associated with the
removal of the heme, and the slow phase could be associated
with a slow heme rearrangement and/or coordination in
myoglobin.45 The observed heme binding rate constants, k1,
parallel the protein stability and increase in the following order:
H55V < DHP A < DHP B. The magnitude of k1 is larger for
DHP B than for DHP A by a factor of ∼43. The H55V mutant
has a k1 ∼22-fold lower than that of DHP A, indicating that
nonpolar residues in the distal pocket tend to stabilize the heme
in the distal pocket and increase the barrier for heme extrusion.
The subtle changes in protein structure in DHP B accelerate
heme loss in the heme transfer experiments (Table 4). These

experiments corroborate the idea that heme is more strongly
bound in DHP A than in DHP B. The addition of a
halogenated phenol increases the rate of heme dissociation by
desolvation. The addition of 3 mM 4-BP increased k1 by a
factor of ∼14. Larger phenols (2,4,6-TBP) could facilitate water
loss and help sterically push the heme out. Therefore, lower
concentrations of 2,4,6-TBP are required to cause heme
dissociation compared to those of 4-BP.

Kinetics. The method of forming a saturated solution of
2,4,6-TBP by heating to the boiling point permitted us to
compare the kinetics of oxidation of 2,4,6-TCP and 2,4,6-TBP
by DHP without the addition of nonaqueous solvents (e.g.,
MeOH) used in previous work.15 The kinetic data in Figures 9a
and 10a show the concentration range of 2,4,6-TBP and 2,4,6-
TCP that follows Michaelis−Menten kinetics, while Figures 9b
and 10b show kinetics at higher substrate concentrations where
substrate inhibition occurs. The data were fitted with the
modified Michaelis−Menten diffusion model.15 Varying protein

Figure 8. (a) Absorbance spectrum of 3 μM DHP A supplemented
with 30 μM apomyoglobin incubated at 25 °C for 11 h. The increase
in absorbance at 407 nm and the shift to 409 nm are characteristic of
holomyoglobin formation. (b) Time course of the change in
absorbance at 407 nm of DHP A, H55V, and DHP B and addition
of phenolic ligands. Each curve is fitted to a double-exponential curve.

Table 4. Rate Constants of Heme Transfer from DHP to
Apomyoglobin

k1 (h
−1) k2 (h

−1)

DHP A 0.237 0.237
DHP B 10.230 0.118
DHP A H55V 0.011 0.011
DHP A + 3 mM 4-BP 3.361 0.487
DHP A + 1 mM 2,4,6-TBP 46.626 0.335

Figure 9. Single-wavelength kinetics of DHP-catalyzed 2,4,6-TBP
oxidation as a function of substrate concentration with DHP A and
DHP B showing increasing concentrations of organic solvents (i.e.,
MeOH) decrease catalytic activity.
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concentrations were used to observe the effects on the Km and
maximal substrate concentration before a decline in the
catalytic rate. Overall, our data are consistent in showing that
DHP B has a catalytic activity greater than that of DHP A. At
pH 7, the DHP B:DHP A rate ratios are ∼5- and ∼6-fold for
2,4,6-TCP and 2,4,6-TBP, respectively. This difference in
enzymatic rate is even greater than that in previous reports
obtained using stopped-flow kinetics.26 The origin of the
difference may be that previous studies held 2,4,6-TXP
substrate concentrations constant while cosubstrate H2O2
concentrations were varied. The method used here was to
vary the 2,4,6-TXP substrate concentrations and hold H2O2
concentrations constant. Using the classical Michaelis−Menten
method of varying the substrate concentration, we observe that
kcat for oxidation of 2,4,6-TBP for both DHP A is DHP B is
nearly the same. The origin of the increase in enzymatic rate in
DHP B is mainly an ∼6-fold smaller Km for DHP B. This
suggests that the on rate for substrate binding is significantly
enhanced in DHP B, which in turn is related to the
hydrophobicity of surface pockets where the substrate must
bind for peroxidase function.
When DHP catalyzes 2,4,6-TCP or 2,4,6-TBP, substrate

inhibition occurs in DHP B at a lower concentration than in
DHP A, resulting in a lower KI for DHP B. Figure 10b shows
that a maximal rate of oxidation of 2,4,6-TBP is reached at a
substrate concentration of ∼500 μM for both 2.4 and 0.8 μM
protein. Figure 11b shows that the DHP B turnover frequency
of 2,4,6-TCP reaches a maximum at ∼1400 and ∼1100 μM/
min at 2.4 and 0.8 μM protein, respectively. The data show that
2.4 μM DHP B reaches a maximal catalytic rate for both TBP
and TCP in KPi buffer sooner than DHP A. DHP A reaches a
maximal catalytic rate for TCP at ∼2000 and ∼700 μM/min for
2,4,6-TBP.15 Tables 5 and 6 summarize the Michaelis−Menten
fitting parameters. In Figure 9, we show a comparison between
DHP oxidation of 2,4,6-TBP in the presence of MeOH. The

data are consistent, showing that catalytic efficiency decreases
with increasing concentrations of MeOH, which will be
explained below.
There is also an optimal H2O2:DHP ratio that prevents side

reactions such as formation of compound RH.46 For example,
the catalytic efficiency of DHP B for 2,4,6-TCP and 2,4,6-TBP
conversion decreases by ∼25% as the protein concentration is
increased from 0.8 to 2.4 μM. Although the kinetic model for
the modified Michaelis−Menten rate scheme for peroxidases
suggests a rate saturation behavior with parameters Vmax =
k1[H2O2][E]0 and Km = (1/k2 + 1/k3)k1[H2O2], experimental
observation suggests that side reactions due to a high H2O2
concentration actually slow the rate of product formation.
Substrates can protect the protein from the harmful side
reactions caused by H2O2 alone. Aside from the considerations
of diffusion, which increase the second-order rate for formation
of the ES complex, this protection by the substrate provides
another reason why increases in substrate concentration result
in a rate increase.

■ DISCUSSION
This study was designed to test the relative heme binding
affinity of DHP A and B and the effects of phenolic substrate
and inhibitor binding. The heme plays a crucial role in
structure−function relationships of hemoproteins, acting both
as a catalytic center (binding site) and as a stabilizer of the
native folded state. Coordination by water in the sixth position
is also an important factor that may govern heme binding
affinity. The fact that DHP A has only 50% bound H2O in the
sixth coordination site (compared to 100% for ferric
myoglobins studied) may be one reason for the decreased
heme binding affinity of DHP. The role played by inhibitors
and substrates may likewise be related to their tendency to
exclude H2O from the distal pocket. These factors are also
linked with the accessibility of the distal pocket, which in turn

Figure 10. Single-wavelength kinetics of (a) DHP B-catalyzed 2,4,6-
TBP oxidation as a function of substrate concentration fitted with the
Michaelis−Menten equation and (b) DHP B fitted with the substrate
inhibition model at higher concentrations.

Figure 11. Single-wavelength kinetics of DHP-catalyzed 2,4,6-TCP
oxidation as a function of substrate concentration (a) fitted with the
Michaelis−Menten equation and (b) fitted with the substrate
inhibition model at higher concentrations.
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relates to the rate of activation of H2O2, substrate on rates, and
therefore the overall enzymatic rate.
The relationship of heme binding to function is also of

central interest in this study. Of course, once the heme is
extruded, the protein immediately unfolds, resulting in a loss of
biological activity. The loss of heme is related not only to
bound H2O but also to distal pocket dynamics. DHP permits
relatively large molecules (halogenated phenols) to bind in the
distal pocket, which suggests a greater degree of dynamic
motion than in typical myoglobins and hemoglobins. The
internalization of phenols can have both stabilizing and
destabilizing aspects. Despite the fact that phenols are known
denaturants, the specific binding of the inhibitor 4-BP is known
to significantly increase the resolution of the X-ray crystal
structure in both wild-type DHP A and the L100F mutant of
DHP A.39 One reason for the preference for larger halogens in
p-halophenols is that there is an internal Xe-binding cavity in
DHP, which is where the halogen binds.28 We have shown that
the binding constants for the monohalophenols decrease in the
following order: 4-IP > 4-BP > 4-CP > 4-FP.12 One might
consider that these observations indicate a net stabilization of
the protein due to the binding of the inhibitor. However, para-
halogenated phenols may indirectly cause denaturation by
dehydration and desolvation as they interact with the enzyme.
When 4-BP binds in the internal hydrophobic pocket (distal
pocket), it displaces the water molecule bound to the heme Fe
atom and displaces His55 into solvent. The conformation of
His55 exposed to solvent is known as the open conformation.
Normally, His55 is inside the distal pocket where it can interact
with ligands bound to the heme Fe (closed conformation). The
open conformation induced by binding of para-halogenated
phenols is enthalpically disfavored but entropically favored.47,48

The point is that the mechanism by which small molecules
enter and exit the protein plays a role in the dynamics that lead
to a decrease in folding stability.
Compared to unsubstituted phenol, the bromo group of 4-

BP makes both the enthalpy and entropy of hydration more
negative.49 Halogenated phenols are stronger denaturants than
phenol itself because of the increase in the level of dipole
movement and stronger solute−solvent interaction with the
addition of a halogenated group. On the basis of chemical and
thermal denaturation studies by UV−visible spectroscopy and
DSC, halophenols decrease the heme binding affinity and
therefore also have an effect on protein stability. Moreover, the
denaturing ability of halophenols increases with the size of the
halogen (4-IP > 4-BP > 4-CP > 4-FP) and with the number
halo substituents (2,4,6-TBP > 4-BP). Taken together, the data
show that the interaction of the halogen atoms appears to be a
double-edged sword. In some respects, the protein is stabilized

by the interaction with an internal cavity, yet under denaturing
conditions, an empirical correlation exists between the binding
strength of the inhibitor and its capacity to denature the
protein.
Our study suggests that urea and GdnHCl have different

mechanisms of denaturation based on different peaks presented
in the UV−visible spectrum (Figure 2a,b). GdnHCl-induced
denaturation may cause full dissociation of the heme into apo-
DHP, whereas urea may cause only partial dissociation of the
heme, represented by the presence or absence of the 375 or
403 nm band, respectively. As a result, urea and GdnHCl have
different estimates for the conformational stability of a
protein.50−54 Urea may function by an indirect effect that
disrupts solvent structure near the protein. In this case, the
denaturing effect of the p-halophenol is dominant. If, on the
other hand, GdnHCl acts more directly by interacting with the
solvent-exposed regions of the distal pocket, the binding of the
inhibitor may act to compete with that binding and thereby
stabilize the protein. As the p-halophenol concentration
increases, a point at which the tendency of the phenol itself
to denature the protein takes over is reached.
The studies of enzymatic rate as a function of substrate

concentration reveal a non-Michaelis−Menten behavior at high
substrate concentrations.15 We consider whether this is due to
substrate inhibition, as previously suggested, or possibly a result
of partial denaturation of the protein in the presence of high
concentrations of substituted phenols. When 1 mM 2,4,6-TCP
was added with urea, the ΔGD(H2O) of DHP A decreased from
6.80 ± 0.85 to 2.81 ± 0.19 kcal/mol. Substrate inhibition of
DHP A occurs at ∼2 mM 2,4,6-TCP. Therefore, if increasing
the 2,4,6-TCP concentration destabilizes with a linear depend-
ence that is the same as that of 4-BP (shown in Table 1), at 2
mM TCP it would cause ΔGD(H2O) to be ≤0, which means
DHP A would be in its unfolded state. Therefore, the decline in
the catalytic rate that has been attributed to substrate inhibition
may be due to the destabilizing effect of 2,4,6-TXPs on protein
stability.15 Two possible factors that could contribute to the
lower catalytic activity are (1) lower protein concentrations due
to protein desolvation and/or precipitation with higher
concentrations of halophenols and (2) partial unfolding at
higher concentrations leading to weaker binding.
Comparison of DSC and titrations of denaturants lead to the

conclusion that there are intermediates even in the loss of heme
and a two-state model cannot account for all of the data. While
titrations of GdnHCl and urea alone appear to show that the
loss of heme from DHP A is consistent with a two-state model,
DHP B is more complicated and deviates from a two-state
model for the urea titration. Both GdnHCl-mediated
denaturation and urea-mediated denaturation have a greater

Table 5. DHP Michaelis−Menten Kinetic Parameters for TBP

Vm (μM s−1) kcat (s
−1) Km (μM) kcat/Km (s−1 mM−1)

DHP A (2.4 μM) 4.35 ± 0.33 1.814 ± 0.14 640.69 ± 83.50 2.83 ± 0.43
DHP B (2.4 μM) 4.63 ± 0.15 1.93 ± 0.06 110.6 ± 11.00 17.45 ± 1.82
DHP B (0.8 μM) 1.63 ± 0.08 2.04 ± 0.10 91.94 ± 16.20 22.18 ± 4.06

Table 6. DHP Michaelis−Menten Kinetic Parameters for TCP

Vm (μM s−1) kcat (s
−1) Km (μM) kcat/Km (s−1 mM−1)

DHP A (2.4 μM) 19.40 ± 0.80 8.083 ± 0.33 1004.2 ± 90.0 8.045 ± 0.79
DHP B (2.4 μM) 39.62 ± 1.38 16.51 ± 0.58 425.42 ± 37.2 38.81 ± 3.66
DHP B (0.8 μM) 11.52 ± 0.51 14.40 ± 0.64 297.19 ± 35.1 48.45 ± 6.11
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destabilizing effect on DHP B. Furthermore, thermal
denaturation via DSC shows DHP B has a lower Tm and ΔH
(bond energy) to maintain the native state. The lower stability
of DHP B may be connected to the greater substrate inhibition
effect seen in kinetics because increased activity is correlated
with greater access of halophenols to the distal pocket and
heme itself.
Effects of Organic Solvents on Stability and Enzy-

matic Activity. Phenols are a well-known class of protein
denaturants that have been shown to cause a decrease in
enzymatic activity. This is often correlated to removal of the
water shell, which causes desolvation, protein unfolding, and
ultimately denaturation. DHP has a lower tolerance to organic
solvent desolvation than other globins. The cold acid−
butanone method has been used to successfully prepare
apomyoglobin, apohemoglobin, apoHRP, apocytochrome,
etc.;23,32,43,55,56 however, the addition of butanone to DHP
results in immediate aggregation and precipitation. This
observation is consistent with the lower stability of heme in
the globin observed in our study because it probably arises from
a larger exposed hydrophobic surface area. While DHP tolerates
low concentrations of methanol tested to increase the solubility
of hydrophobic substrates such as 2,4,6-TBP, solvents such as
2-isopropanol are quite destabilizing. Moreover, Figure 9 shows
that increasing concentrations of MeOH decrease Vmax and
enzymatic activity. We must consider these observations in the
context of the known ability of certain enzymes to function in
organic solvents.57 DHP is not like these proteins because it
binds strongly hydrophobic phenolic substrates at internal sites.
This facet of its enzymatic activity makes interior hydrophobic
residues more solvent accessible in DHP than in many other
enzymes or globins.
We can make an analogy between the effect of the increased

hydrophobicity of the halophenolic substrate, e.g., due to the
halogen atom (2,4,6-TBP > 2,4,6-TCP), and the effect of
increasingly hydrophobic solvents; both destabilize the heme
and thereby also decrease catalytic efficiency. For example, a
decrease in catalytic activity in 10% 2-PrOH and 10% MeOH,
for DHP by ∼50 and ∼25%, respectively,15 correlates with an
enhancement of the denaturing ability of alcohols due to the
increasing hydrocarbon content (PrOH > EtOH > MeOH).58

Likewise, halophenolic substrates promote expansion of the
active site and promote higher rates of hemin loss when
exposed to the solvent (Figure 12). The fact that 2,4,6-TBP is a
stronger denaturant and larger than 2,4,6-TCP may explain why
there is a greater turnover rate for 2,4,6-TCP then for the
“native substrate”, 2,4,6-TBP. DHP A and DHP B oxidize 2,4,6-
TCP 2−3 times better than the native substrate 2,4,6-TBP.
Moreover, these observations are consistent with substrate
inhibition15,16 at a concentration of 2,4,6-TBP lower than that
of 2,4,6-TCP because 2,4,6-TBP is a stronger denaturant.
Relationship to Sperm Whale Myoglobin. The crystal

structures and amino acid sequence of DHP indicate that DHP
has a common ancestry with the oxygen carrier globin
family,59,60 but mechanistic studies have reached a consensus
that DHP has the capability of oxidizing substrate by the same
mechanism that is used by horseradish peroxidase
(HRP).17,29,61 The peroxidase activity of DHP is believed to
arise mainly through conformational control of the proximal
and distal histidine, which result in the increased basicity of the
proximal histidine and the increased flexibility of the distal
histidine required to facilitate peroxidase function.9 Despite the
structural similarity to sperm whale myoglobin (SWMb),47,62

DHP has a lower Tm and a lower Gibbs free energy of
unfolding, indicating that it is a less stable protein.
Denaturation profiles of SWMb with DSC showed a single
endothermic peak at ∼85 °C,63 while DHP A has an
endothermic peak at ∼50.4 °C. Clearly, similar structure does
not indicate similar folding stability, and the folding stability is
dependent on the sequence of the amino acid, which is
significantly different given the low level of sequence homology
of 17% between these two proteins.
A. ornata is a simple organism that has no liver or other

organs that specialize in detoxification. Therefore, we
hypothesize that DHP acquired a diverse range of functions
(oxygen transporter, peroxidase, peroxygenase, and disulfide
oxidase) to facilitate the survival of A. ornata. The high
flexibility of intrinsically disordered proteins provides many
advantages for function, which may be particularly important
for multifunctional proteins.64

Reciprocal Relationship of Folding Stability and
Catalytic Activity. The biological function of many proteins
is controlled by conformational change where ligand and
substrate binding is a dynamic process that demands
flexibility.64 Because the essence of catalysis is stabilization of
the transition state,65 a rigid structure would be active only if it
could bind the transition state geometry. While this type of
binding does occur to some extent, it is also clear dynamic
interactions can facilitate activation by forcing the substrate to
move along a reaction coordinate. The compact globular
structure of proteins seen in X-ray crystal structures may not
capture the dynamic nature of proteins involved in catalysis.66

Aside from the lower heme binding affinity, DHP’s thermal
profiles differ from those of SWMb in that they do not follow a
two-state model.
The multifunctional nature of DHP may be facilitated by the

flexibility indicated by such a model. Previous studies of DHP
suggest that an inhibitor for one chemical reaction may share
the same local domain and/or region as a substrate for another
chemical reaction catalyzed by DHP. For example, it may be
that the binding of 2,4,6-TBP to the internal site does not
facilitate peroxidase chemistry. That site may be active for only
peroxygenase chemistry.6 Additionally, the inhibitor-binding

Figure 12. Key amino acid mutations that convert DHP A into DHP B
with TCP bound at two binding sites. The five amino acid changes
required to convert DHP A into DHP B are I9L, R32K, Y34N, N81S,
and S91G.
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site for p-halophenols (4-XP) may be a substrate-binding site
for hydroquinone (H2Q).

67 Myoglobins (e.g., SWMb, HSMb,
and HHMb) function to sequester bound O2, which is
facilitated by a high degree of hydrophobicity in the distal
pocket. Myoglobins are consequently poor peroxidases.68−70

Residues that participate in catalysis or ligand or substrate
binding are not necessarily optimized to maximize the binding
affinity of the heme or the stability of the surrounding globin.
Therefore, it may be possible to substitute these crucial residues
to produce a more stable protein at the expense of catalytic
activity. On the basis of previous mutational studies involving
the heme active site and distal histidine of DHP,71−73 we
consider how point mutations involving the distal, internal
inhibitor-binding site and the surrounding residues can lead to
a stability−function trade-off. We emphasize that the
hypothesis of an inverse correlation between heme binding
affinity and peroxidase activity is based primarily on the
observation that the flexibility of the distal histidine74,75 is
responsible for the increased rate of peroxidase activity relative
to other globins. The distal pocket of DHP is larger, as well,
which means that despite its high degree of hydrophobicity it is
more malleable that then distal pocket of other myoglobins and
hemoglobins. The reason for this increase is that H2O2 must
enter the distal pocket and replace O2,

2 which in turn can
explain how a ferrous heme76 can conduct peroxidase
chemistry.7 As a relevant example, the distal histidine in
heme proteins is required for hydrogen bonding interactions
with oxygen, inhibition of autoxidation, and discrimination
against CO binding.77 Previous studies of SWMb showed that
the functionality of the distal histidine decreased with increased
stability. Aliphatic or aromatic substitutions for the distal
histidine (at position H64 in apoSWMb) produce apoglobins
that are more stable than wild-type apoprotein.24 Replacing the
polar distal His with a hydrophobic Leu or Phe stabilizes the
apoprotein 20−30-fold, and the H64A mutation stabilized the
apoprotein 6-fold with respect to wild-type apoprotein. The
increase in stability is most likely attributed to removing a polar
residue from the hydrophobic core and therefore improving
hydrophobic and van der Waals interactions. Increasing the
hydrophobicity of the heme pocket44 increases the binding
affinity of the heme and stabilizes a five-coordinate mono-
histidine adduct, but it is not desirable for peroxidase function.
Because the peroxidase function requires protein fluctuations to
permit two molecules (H2O2 and O2) simultaneously in the
distal pocket,78 the very increase in hydrophobicity that
increases heme binding affinity also would be expected to
decrease the access of those molecules to the distal pocket as
required for peroxidase function.8,79

The distal histidine in DHP (H55) is required for both
oxygen transport and peroxidase function in DHP. Because
DHP has no hydrogen bonding amino acids in the distal
pocket, other than the distal histidine, it is clear that this amino
acid must play a role in acid−base catalysis that may
accommodate more than one oxidative mechanism. This
distinguishes DHP from peroxidases, which have at least one
other polar amino acid (e.g., arginine) in the distal pocket that
aids in the activation of H2O2 bound to the heme Fe.80 For this
reason, we have postulated that the flexibility of the distal
histidine is a unique feature required for DHP function.75,76,81

H55 acts as an acid base catalyst to form a ferryl intermediate
for the activation of peroxidase function.30 As observed in
SWMb, mutations at this position can greatly affect the
enzymatic activity. Substituting the distal histidine for valine

(H55V), an aliphatic residue, showed no peroxidase activity
because it would leave no residue for protonation of the ferryl
intermediate.79,82 In our study, the H55V mutant exhibited a
greater resistance to chemical and thermal denaturation and a
rate of heme dissociation lower than that of DHP A. The
replacement of a polar histidine with a nonpolar valine results
in stabilization of the hydrophobic core. The consequence is
greater binding affinity of the heme and greater protein
stability, but a complete loss of peroxidase activity. In SWMb, a
similar mutation, H64V, results in destabilization of the heme.25

This effect in SWMb is attributed to the destabilization of the
heme-bound H2O molecule. In DHP A, the H2O molecule is
already largely destabilized; i.e., the distal pocket is more
hydrophobic than in SWMb. However, the distal valine in DHP
A leads to a reduction in the openness of the distal pocket,
which stabilizes the heme.

Relationship between DHP A and B. We are interested
in how the five-amino acid difference in DHP B causes it to be
less stable yet more catalytically active than DHP A. Does DHP
B gain its increase in catalytic efficiency at the expense of
folding stability? The five-amino acid difference is conservative
in that it is charge neutral and results in an only modest change
in polarity (Figure 1). The mutations are mostly on the surface.
The effect of the mutations appears to be mostly a shift in the
structure of the hydrophobic core produced by altering the
packing of the interior amino acid side chains. None of the
amino acids that separate DHP A from B directly affect the
binding of the substrate or cosubstrate, but they do affect
enzyme kinetics and folding stability. We hypothesize that the
effect on function is indirect and results from the increased
flexibility in a general sense. When DHP B is compared to DHP
A, the substitutions of asparagine for tyrosine (Y34N) and
glycine for serine (S91G) both decrease the helical propensity
and therefore potentially reduce the stability of the α-helical
structure. Peroxidase function depends on both the distal
hydrogen bonding interactions with bound H2O2 and the
strength of proximal ligation to the heme Fe.73 Recent evidence
suggests that I9L has the largest effect on rate of all of the
mutants. This is an unusual observation because this is a minor
change and is quite far from the heme. The most likely reason
for the change is that the packing of hydrophobic amino acids
(F60, F21, and L100) may be affected and that this may affect
substrate binding. Once again, the same effect that permits
dynamic motions and entry of the substrate may result in a
decrease in folding stability.
Because none of the five amino acids that are different in

DHP A and B directly participate in catalytic function, we
hypothesize that the main effect is a general increase in dynamic
motion linked to uptake of the substrate and possibly the
cosubstrate, H2O2. In other systems, NMR evidence suggests
that a highly dynamic, non-native conformation is compatible
with efficient catalysis.83 One can view the dynamic nature of
an enzyme active site as a partially unfolded state of a protein.
In this view, complexes between the molten globule state/
partial fold and the ligand retain considerable conformational
plasticity, which permits efficient catalysis.83,84

■ CONCLUSION
Understanding the interaction of inhibitors and substrates with
DHP must take include the threshold above which DHP begins
to lose its heme and unfold. Phenols can act as substrates or
inhibitors but are also themselves denaturants, which accelerate
the rate of heme loss causing protein desolvation and
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precipitation. DHP shows an inverse relationship between
heme affinity and enzymatic activity, where the ligation of H2O,
flexibility of the distal histidine, and hydrophobic residue
stabilization are three key factors. A more rigid and/or stable
structure restricts heme access to requisite molecules (O2
exiting and H2O2 entering), which is needed for activation of
bound H2O2. Therefore, greater dynamic motion (arising from
protein instability) can result in greater enzymatic activity (i.e.,
DHP A and DHP B).
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